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Mr. President, 

 

The Republic of Türkiye has received 334 recommendations during its Fourth Universal Periodic Review 

held on 6 May 20251 and has noted about 74 of them.2 

Several recommendations addressed freedom of expression and opinion3 but with great concern none of 

them addressed the compelling issue of the violation of the right to conscientious objection to military 

service which is inherent to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. Specific recommendations on 

this issue have been raised in the Cycle 2 in 2015 (by Slovenia, Germany and Croatia) and in the Cycle 3 

in 2020 (by Croatia). 

Türkiye is the only member state of Council of Europe that has not yet recognised the right to conscientious 

objection to military service. There is no mechanism to which conscientious objectors can apply, nor is 

there alternative civilian service. Although art. 24 of the Constitution protects freedom of the thought, 

belief and conscience, conscientious objectors are considered as liable to compulsory military service and 

treated as criminals, such as in the case of Çınar Koçgiri Doğan, jailed last August and then released on 

condition and awaiting for his new trial on October 10th.4   

Conscientious objectors are subjected to repetitive administrative and criminal proceedings and 

punishments.  

The European Court for Human Rights (ECtHR) stated [in its decision Ulke v. Türkiye,] that these vicious 

circles of violations amount to a ‘situation of civil death’. Their social, economical and political rights are 

constantly violated. 

Human Rights Committee underlined this issue in its Concluding observations [on the review of Türkiye]5 

in November 2024.  

War Resisters International (WRI), together with its partner Connection e.V., calls on Türkiye to 

implement this human right and on the members of the Council to continue to draw attention to this serious 

violation affecting many Turkish citizens and their families, who are forced to live in the shadows or seek 

protection and a dignified life abroad, and to make full and timely use of the unique mechanism of the 

Human Rights Council's UPR [to support the full realisation of all human rights in the country under 

review, without leaving behind citizens whose lives are at risk]. 

Thank you.  

 
1 A/HRC/60/15, par. 40. 
2 A/HRC/60/15/Add.1. 
3 A/HRC/60/15, par. 40 
4 The objectors have started to put into prison because of their continuous act of objection on the ground that they are persistent criminals. e.g. Çınar Koçgiri 
Doğan was sent to Sivas E Type Prison on August 12 due to his 5-month prison sentence for being a draft evader by Sivas 3rd Criminal Court of First In-

stance. Doğan was released on condition that he work 24 days on probation. Doğan faces the risk of being imprisoned again. On October 10, his trial will be 

held at the same court. 
5 CCPR/C/TUR/CO/2, par. 49. 28 November 2024. 
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