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Item 2: General debate on the oral update by the HC 

 

Oral statement delivered by War Resisters International, in collaboration with Connection e.V. 

 
Mr President, Mr. High Commissioner, 

 

War Resisters International (WRI), together with its partner Connection e.V., thanks the High 

Commissioner for His report. 

We express our profound concern for the increasing violations of human rights which are continuously 

reported and the current repeated attempts to undermine international law, and in particular the human 

rights system and thus the UN founding principles.  

We are seriously alarmed by the current wars  and massacres in different countries; what is happening in 

Gaza has been defined as genocide. Many individuals around the world  object to war and refuse to use 

weapons. The human right to conscientious objection to military service is inherent to the right to freedom 

of thought, conscience and religion (art. 18). Although it is thus universal and non-derogable, it is 

constantly violated in many countries and hundreds of individuals are persecuted and often forced to seek 

protection abroad. 

WRI will offer a side event on this topic (the right to conscientious objection to military service in times 

of war) on Monday 15th at 1pm in Concordia 1 [and will present case studies from Russia, Ukraine and 

Israel with the participation of local human rights defenders and conscientious objectors]. 

Eritrea enforces a de facto indefinite National Service. The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) 

has defined the condition of conscientious objectors in Turkey as “civil death”. 1  In Israel, conscientious 

objectors are sentenced to repeated disciplinary punishment in military prison2. In the context of the 

ongoing war of aggression of the Russian Federation in Ukraine and the forced mobilization in the Russian 

occupied territories, refusal to serve could end in punitive fines or detention. 

WRI, together with Connection e.V., wishes this Council good, productive and collaborative work to set 

a steady and swift pace on the road to the protection and full implementation of human rights, so that there 

may be a renewed, clear and unequivocal commitment from this plenary "to reaffirm faith in fundamental 

human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, [in the equal rights of men and women and 

of nations large and small, and to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations 

arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained]".3 

Thank you.  

 
1 ECtHR, Case of Ülke v Turkey (Application No. 39437/98), 24 January 2006, para. 62. https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-
72146  
2 Accumulating between 90 and 120 days of detention. 
3 United Nations Charter, Preamble. https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/preamble  
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