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Oral statement delivered by War Resisters International, in collaboration with Connection e.V. 

 
Mr. Vice-President, 
   

War Resisters International (WRI), together with its partner Connection e.V., thanks the Group of 

Independent Experts for its report which concluded that “that any initiative to fight impunity in Belarus is 

not limited to legal measures but” is “carried out to ensure all the basic rights of victims. [International 

measures must be tailored with the view to contributing to a sustainable culture of accountability and rule 

of law in Belarus].”1  

[As previously reported by the Special Rapporteur2], repressive laws and policies continue to target grass-

roots civil society organizations3 and human rights defenders like Our House and Olga Karatch who has 

already received a first sentence in absentia together with several other human rights defenders. 

We are extremely concerned by the support of the current local government to the Russian war of 

aggression in Ukraine and the ongoing violations of the right to conscientious objection to military service 

and the public censorship against objectors.  

Many Belarusian objectors and deserters are seeking protection abroad and those who can flee the country 

are at risk of being deported back to Belarus where they can face criminal prosecution, torture, and long-

term imprisonment. We have been reported the recent cases of Siarhei Nikitsin, Mikita Svyrid, Raman 

Hladkikh, Illiya Hladkikh and Hleb Smirnou who applied for protection in Lithuania. 

We are also alarmed by the increasing militarization of children and by their exposure to paramilitary 

trainings. 

WRI and Connection e.V. call on this Council to actively participate in the upcoming Universal Periodic 

Review of Belarus4 recommending the full implementation of the human right to conscientious objection 

to military service and the General Assembly resolution on death penalty5, repealing Article 356 [of the 

Criminal Code].  

We also call on individual Member States to grant asylum to Belarusian conscientious objectors and 

human rights defenders [who seek protection abroad], in line with UNHCR Guidelines [on International 

Protection]6. 
 

Thank you.  

 
1 A/HRC/60/CRP.1. par. 106.  
2 A/HRC/59/59  
3 A/HRC/56/65, par. 6.  
4 War Resisters International participated in a joint submission on Belarus for the 50th session of the Universal Periodic Review, which is 

available at https://wri-irg.org/sites/default/files/public_files/Final_Belarus_UPR_2025.pdf.  

Connection e.V. submitted a country based report for UPR of Belarus, which is available at https://www.connection-ev.org/ohchr/50th_UPR-

Belarus_EN-Connection.pdf.  
5 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/764/50/PDF/N2276450.pdf?OpenElement  
6 UNHCR, Guidelines on International Protection No.10: Claims to refugee status related to military service within the context of Article 

1A(2) of the 1951 Convention and/or 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees. 
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